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Summary of key points discussed, and advice given

The Planning Inspectorate (the Inspectorate) advised that a note of the meeting would be taken and published on its website in accordance with section 51 of the Planning Act 2008 (PA2008). Any advice given under section 51 would not constitute legal advice upon which applicants (or others) could rely. 


The proposed development

A Development Consent Order (DCO) will be sought by BSSL Derbyshire 1 Ltd, a Special Purpose Vehicle and wholly owned subsidiary of Brockwell Energy, for a new ground-mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) generating station with an associated on-site battery energy storage system (BESS) on land west of Derby.

The proposed development will include a combination of underground and/or overground cabling to connect to National Grid’s transmission network at the Willington 400kV Substation, along with areas for environmental mitigation and biodiversity net gain.
The development is expected to have an export capacity of up to 300 megawatts (MW), with an associated battery energy storage capacity of up to 200 MW. The applicant has secured a grid connection agreement for up to 300 MW export and 200 MW import, although the final generating and storage capacities remain subject to detailed design. 

The proposed development comprises five development sites (Sites A-E) covering approximately 400 hectares. These sites would accommodate solar PV modules, associated infrastructure for electricity generation and storage, and areas identified for environmental mitigation and biodiversity net gain.

The configuration of the site has been influenced by a range of technical and environmental constraints, including proximity to the point of connection and the presence of designated sites, settlements and other land use constraints. As a result, the proposed development is arranged across a number of smaller land parcels.

The routing of the cable connection is under consideration, with options including underground and, where necessary, overground infrastructure. The applicant stated that potential cable corridor routes will be presented at Scoping and Phase 1 Engagement to gather stakeholder feedback.

The proposed development also includes provision for a community legacy fund and the potential establishment of an agrivoltaics research area in partnership with an independent scientific research institution. Mitigation measures, including landscape screening and buffering, are to be developed through the design process.

The Inspectorate advised the applicant of the importance of clearly communicating the evolution of the proposals to consultees, including the potential for changes during the design process and opportunities for stakeholder engagement.


Design Approach

The applicant set out an overarching design approach structured around the themes of climate, people, place and value. This approach emphasises the integration of green and energy infrastructure, with the intention of developing a connected network of habitats and landscape features alongside the proposed development.

The design is expected to be developed through an iterative process informed by environmental assessment, technical inputs and stakeholder engagement. Landscape considerations are identified as a key influence on layout and siting, with account taken of factors such as topography, field patterns, existing vegetation and the presence of sensitive visual receptors.

The applicant indicated that the design would respond to environmental constraints and climate conditions, incorporating measures such as sustainable drainage, efficient land use and resilience to climate change. Consideration is also given to the retention and enhancement of existing Public Rights of Way, where appropriate, and to the protection and reinforcement of historic landscape features and land management patterns.

In addition, the applicant identified opportunities to support local economic activity and knowledge sharing, including through potential research initiatives. The design approach also includes consideration of how the landscape may evolve over time, with planting and habitat creation forming part of the longer-term strategy.


Consenting programme and engagement 

The applicant is working to the indicative pre-application timescale below, which is subject to change:

· Project launch – January 2026
· Engagement with local authorities and statutory environmental bodies - commenced April 2026
· Inception Meeting with the Planning Inspectorate - 22 May 2026
· EIA Scoping Report submission – 16 June 2026
· Phase 1 Engagement - 16 June 2026 to 28 July 2026
· Phase 2 Engagement – November to December 2026
· Project Update meeting with the Inspectorate - Early 2027 
· Project Update meeting with the Inspectorate – Spring 2027 
· Submission of the DCO Application – June 2027
· Examination of the DCO Application – November 2027 to May 2028
· Decision by SoS – December 2028


The applicant's consultation timetable indicates that the Scoping Report submission would coincide with the commencement of Phase 1 engagement. The Inspectorate advised that such overlap is generally discouraged due to the potential for confusion and emphasised the need for clear and transparent communication with consultees. However it is noted that it is approach is now being taken more widely. 

In response to a question from the Inspectorate, the applicant confirmed that the EIA Scoping Report is anticipated to be submitted in mid-June and the Inspectorate reminded the applicant of the requirement to submit the GIS shapefile at least 10 days in advance.

The applicant identified that several public rights of way may be affected by the proposed development. The Inspectorate advised that impacts on rights of way can be a key issue during the examination of solar farm applications and emphasised the importance of understanding how these routes are currently used and experienced by the public.  The applicant indicated that feedback received during consultation would be considered in the ongoing design process, including in relation to the treatment of affected rights of way.

The Inspectorate reminded the applicant of the need to develop and maintain an issues tracker throughout the pre-application period. This would assist in identifying and resolving key issues prior to submission, support a more efficient examination process and assist the Inspectorate in assessing the readiness of an application as it progresses through the pre-application stage.

The applicant outlined its ongoing engagement with key statutory consultees. Initial contact has been made with Natural England to arrange an inception meeting, and discussions are ongoing with the Environment Agency to arrange a meeting in June 2026. A meeting with Historic England was scheduled for May 2026.

The applicant has also contacted National Highways and the Canal and River Trust to arrange meetings. Engagement with Network Rail is expected to commence in due course, with project information to be shared. In addition, the applicant confirmed that it has already established regular engagement with National Grid.

The applicant confirmed that it has undertaken engagement with the host authorities and has identified neighbouring authorities. It has also engaged with a range of other stakeholders including the National Grid project team for the Chesterfield to Willington project, local Members of Parliament, councillors, parish councils, local businesses and near neighbours within 100 metres of the site boundary, the latter of whom have received hand-delivered letters including the proposed development and providing project information and contact details. 

The Inspectorate noted and welcomed the approach of hand-delivering letters to neighbouring properties.

The Inspectorate noted the presence of schools and other local interest groups within the vicinity of the proposed development and advised the applicant to consider engaging with these groups as part of its wider consultation approach.

The applicant confirmed their intention to submit an Adequacy of Consultation Report at least 3 months prior to submission subject to any amendments to government guidance.


Environmental constraints and issues

A range of environmental and physical constraints have been identified across the proposed development parcels and point of connection. 

Parcels A, C and E and the point of connection are subject to constrained access, with some locations requiring new or modified junction arrangements. Overhead power lines cross the centre of Parcel A, which may influence layout considerations.

Multiple parcels are located in proximity to residential properties, community facilities (including Hilton Cricket Club within Parcel D), and designated heritage assets. Sensitive receptors are present on all sides of Parcel A, while Parcels B, C, D and E and the point of connection are also situated near settlements and listed buildings.

There are a number of designated and non-designated heritage assets across and adjacent to the site, including Scheduled Monuments (e.g. Barton Blount medieval village and Monks Bridge), Grade I, II* and II listed buildings, and conservation areas. Ridge-and-furrow earthworks are present across multiple parcels, indicating potential archaeological interest. Protected views from a Conservation Area have been identified in relation to Parcel C, and the point of connection is also located in proximity to a Scheduled Monument and the Trent and Mersey Canal Conservation Area.

Flood risk is a constraint across the proposed development. Flood Zones 2 and 3 are present within Parcel C, while Parcel D includes areas within Flood Zone 3a. Parcel E lies entirely within Flood Zone 3a, representing a significant constraint.

Parcel C partially overlaps with a Local Wildlife Site (Mickleover-Etwall Trail), and Parcel E includes areas of priority habitat, a Local Wildlife Site designation, and the River Dove corridor. Parcel D lies within the Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) Impact Risk Zone for Hilton Gravel Pits and Old River Dove SSSIs. Etwall Brook, located along the western boundary of Parcel C, is also identified within the Local Nature Recovery Strategy.


EIA scoping

The applicant confirmed scoping is in progress and that the EIA Scoping Report is being drafted ahead of its anticipated submission on 16 June 2026.  In response to a question from the applicant, the Inspectorate confirmed that it should submit the EIA Scoping Report via the project mailbox, through which all correspondence will be managed. Where necessary, a SharePoint facility can be provided to enable submission of large documents. 
The Inspectorate advised that the Scoping Report should be clear and proportionate, supported by a concise narrative. The applicant outlined a number of topics proposed to be scoped in and out of the assessment. The Inspectorate emphasised that the justification for scoping topics in and out should be clearly presented, and that any commitments should be set out within a structured commitments register. 

The Inspectorate also highlighted the need to consider potential glint and glare effects, including the presence of operational airfields and relevant aircraft approach routes.
The Scoping Opinion is expected on 28 July 2026. 


Environmental surveys

The applicant reported that a number of environmental surveys have been undertaken to date. These include tree surveys, geophysical surveys and field-based assessments of heritage assets (including visual and photographic surveys). Ecological work completed to date comprises a desk-based assessment alongside non-breeding and breeding bird surveys. In addition, a preliminary risk assessment relating to ground conditions and contamination has been carried out.

The applicant indicated that a further programme of environmental surveys is proposed to be undertaken between summer and autumn 2026. This is expected to include air quality monitoring, and Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) survey, and further ecological assessments, including a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA), Extended Phase 1 Habitat/UKHab survey, Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment and ongoing protected species surveys.

Additional surveys are proposed in relation to landscape and visual effects, including a Landscape Character Assessment, Visual Receptor Assessment, and the preparation of photomontages. Baseline noise monitoring and traffic surveys are also planned. The applicant further identified that water environment and flood risk considerations will be informed by site walkover surveys.


Draft Development Consent Order and Land Rights
The applicant confirmed its intention to follow the standard conventions for the drafting of the Development Consent Order.  It also indicated that a draft DCO will be shared with relevant stakeholders in advance of submission for comment.

The applicant advised that a draft DCO will be prepared by an experienced legal team with expertise in drafting DCOs for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects. 


The applicant advised that it intends to secure land for the proposed development primarily through leasing arrangements, with the use of compulsory acquisition minimised where possible. Land required for the solar array development sites is understood to be under option with relevant landowners, and the applicant does not propose to use compulsory acquisition powers for these areas.

Discussions in relation to land rights for the cable routes are ongoing, with a range of mechanisms under consideration, including leasing and, where necessary, compulsory acquisition. Environmental mitigation is currently expected to be accommodated within the development sites, although this remains subject to confirmation through further assessment. The applicant also indicated that a simplified land and rights negotiations tracker will be developed and maintained as the project progresses and shared with the Inspectorate at the next meeting.


Submission date

The applicant intends to submit its DCO application to the Inspectorate in June 2027. 


The pre-application service offer

The applicant confirmed that it intends to utilise the basic tier of the Inspectorate’s pre-application service. It was stated that, given the scale and nature of the proposed development, alongside the experience of the applicant and its consultant team and having regard to relevant national policy, this level of service is considered proportionate to the anticipated engagement requirements at the pre-application stage. The applicant indicated that it does not intend to request additional services or seek the review of documents by the Inspectorate prior to submission. It also confirmed that required documentation, including a simplified land and rights negotiations tracker and a pre-application issues tracker, would be provided at the appropriate stages. At the time of the inception meeting, no reference to the pre-application service being used had been made to stakeholders.


Feedback on the applicant’s initial Programme Document (post-meeting note)

The applicant supplied the Inspectorate with its initial Programme Document prior to the inception meeting in line with our request under the 2024 Pre-application Prospectus. 
Overall, the Programme Document provides a clear high-level overview of the anticipated pre-application process. The Inspectorate welcomes its preparation at this stage and notes that it is intended to evolve as the project progresses.

As the programme develops, there may be benefit in providing some additional clarity on how key workstreams, such as environmental assessment, design development, consultation and document preparation, will interact to support the preparation of a robust application. The applicant may also wish to expand on the intended outcomes of consultation activities and how feedback will inform the evolution of the proposed development.

The Inspectorate notes that limited information is currently provided on main issues and project risks. As the project progresses, it may be helpful to develop these sections to identify the principal issues and consenting risks, and to explain how these will be managed through the programme.

Finally, the Inspectorate notes the assumptions made in relation to ongoing legislative changes. The applicant is encouraged to keep these under review and ensure the programme remains sufficiently flexible to maintain confidence in the proposed timetable.
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